























This land pressure, plus the fact that Bismarck was hard on the Polish speaking people,
was reason enough for those who could leave to do so by taking advantage of Turchin’s
advertising. Land was listed at five dollars an acre, and in some cases, transportation was
free on the Illinois Central Railroad to the area where the land was purchased.

Large numbers of Polish people immigrated to America and to this area in the 1870’s.
Many immigrants who were farmers were not prepared for what they had purchased as
farmland as much of the land was wooded.

In 1879, DuBois had a population of about 250. It had blacksmiths, a drug store,
freight hauling, a grain elevator, grocery stores, harness makers, hardware stores, a livery
station, mills, two physicians, saloons and taverns, one hotel, and four churches.

City Hall in 1907

Today, the population remains at 250, and two churches are active; St. Mark’s United
Church of Christ and St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church.





































THE SECOND ST. CHARLES CHURCH COMPLETED - 1910

The beautiful St. Charles Borromeo Church stands as the crowning achievement of
Father Joseph Ceranski’s accomplishments in DuBois.

“The Cathedral of the Prairie” — Completed in 1910
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In the early 1920’s, because of a special devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mrs.
Anna Ksycki began a campaign that resulted in the purchase of the statue of the Sorrowful
Mother, “the Pieta”, that adorns the church today.

The “Pieta”

In 1922, a building program brought about some interesting changes. The wood from
the original church was salvaged for building a three classroom school with a basement to
serve as a parish meeting hall, a dining room for parish functions, and a dining area for
the boarders who occupied the original two classroom building for living quarters.

School Built in 1922
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Rev. Stanley J. Ksycki, the second member of St. Charles Church to become a priest,
was ordained on June 5, 1932 by Bishop Althoff. He celebrated his first Solemn Mass at
St. Charles Church on June 7, 1932. He was born in BoloTownship on September 18,
1906, the son of Joseph and Anna Polczynski
Ksycki.

Father Ksycki, who served the spiritual needs of people in many local communities,

was called to his eternal reward on January 23, 1976. He is buried in St. Charles Cemetery,
his home parish cemetery.

Rev. Stanley Ksycki
1906 - 1976

On August 5, 1933, John and Cecilia Andrews donated a tract of land adjacent to St.
Charles Cemetery, a triangle section in the northwest section of the cemetery.

Father Ceranski continued to improve the parish facilities. In 1934, a beautiful
occasion was witnessed on Christmas morning when a newly installed Delco Plant
provided electrical power for the first time in St. Charles Church. As Silent Night (Cicha
Noc in Polish) was sung, many stars appeared by means of electric lights. Prior to this
time, gas lamps provided light for the church.
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Rev. Joseph Ceranski

The year 1948 was an eventful one for St. Charles Parish. It was the year of
anniversaries. Father Ceranski celebrated two gold jubilees—{irst, his ordination to the
priesthood on June 21, and second, his becoming pastor of St. Charles Church on July 16.
Father Ceranski was also named a Domestic Prelate with the title of Right Reverend
Monsignor. October 5th was the 40th anniversary of the laying of the cornerstone of the
present church. December 26th was the 80th anniversary of the first baptism in the parish.

Rev. Ceranski - 1948

21



















In late 1993, Father Dan took a sabbatical to attend the Autumn Session of the
Continual Education Program at the North American College in Rome.

In June 1994, Father Dan became pastor of Immaculate Conception Church at
Tamaroa in addition to being pastor of St. Charles Church.

In that same year, Father Dan was instrumental in forming a four parish cluster. In
addition to St. Charles Church in DuBois, the other parish cluster members were Our Lady
of Perpetual Help Church in Posen, Immaculate Conception Church in Tamaroa, and St.
Mary Magdalene Church in Todds Mill.

In October, 1994 piano music became a part of Masses and worship celebrations.
Steve and Norma Richardson donated a Kimball console piano to St. Charles Church.
Organ and piano music are now available to accompany the youth and adult choirs.

In December, 1994, Father Dan appointed two parishioners, James Boczek and Norma
Richardson, to form a Renovation Committee to conduct a needs assessment for possible
renovation of our Church.

In April, 1995 five subcommittees were formed and began assisting in the proposed
renovation project. They were as follows: Arts, Environment and Liturgy, Financial,
Historical, Structural, and Administrative.

The Renovation Committee completed the renovation project needs assessment, and
on May 27 and 28, 1995, the parishioners were surveyed during the weekend Masses to
determine whether the church steeples should be repaired and whether the parishioners
thought the church interior needed to be renovated. The parishioners were also asked
whether they would be willing to support it financially. The majority of the St. Charles
Church parishioners voted “yes™ on this survey.

In the summer of 1995, a Seminarian, James (Jim) Parker was assigned to St. Charles
Parish. He was the first Seminarian to be assigned to St. Charles Parish. Jim’s home parish
is St. Augustine of Canterbury in Belleville.

On June 29, 1995, Bishop Wilton D. Gregory, Diocese of Belleville, gave permission
to begin repair work on the steeples, conduct a fund drive for the repair work and
renovation, and hire an architect to prepare preliminary plans for the repair and renovation
of the church interior and, of course, determine the estimated cost.

The first phase of the St. Charles Church repair and renovation project was completed

in October, 1995, with repair of the twin steeples and the beginning of a Capital Fund
Drive.
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Wednesday, January 28, 1998, concerning the future of our Parish Grade School. They
recommend that we close our school at the end of the present school year.” Bishop
Gregory accepted the recommendation.

St. Charles Parish added Pulaski Day activities to its list of fund-raisers in 1998. The
Pulaski Day Parade was founded by Marcella Kujawa, a St. Charles Church member.
Since 1995, it has become an annual event in DuBois, usually the first Sunday in March.

On May 24, 1998, the last class of St. Charles School graduates received their
diplomas during a touching Sunday morning Liturgy service. Although the school closed,
the memories will live on for those who attended St. Charles School. The school that
opened in 1891 with 37 students closed in 1998 with 37 students in attendance.
Registration fluctuated over the years with the highest attendance of 136 in 1967. The
commitment for the 1998-1999 school year enrollment was 28 students.

Phillip DeVous, a Seminarian, was assigned to our parish for the summer of 1998.
Phillip’s home parish is St. Joseph’s Church in Ridgway.

The Diocese of Belleville Board of Consulters gave their approval for St. Charles
Church renovation project on July 10, 1998.

Two parishes, St. Charles and Immaculate Conception, along with family and friends,
helped Father Daniel J. Jurek, celebrate his 25th anniversary of ordination on July 12,
1998. The inspirational ceremony started with the sounds of trumpets. The procession
entered the church led by the Acolytes, KC members, visiting clergy, Father Dan’s
parents, Stanley and Ruth Jurek, and the celebrant, Reverend Daniel J. Jurek. The homilist
for this Mass was Father Dan’s personal friend, Father Al Jerome.

Following the Mass, a dinner was served in St. Charles Parish Center and visiting
continued into the evening with music and fellowship.

Father Dan attended St. Meinard College where he received his B.A. degree in
American History and a Masters in Divinity degree from St. Meinard School of Theology.
He was ordained on Saturday, June 2, 1973 by the Belleville Diocese Bishop Albert R.
Zuroweste.

In August of 1998, two alumnae of St. Charles School celebrated their anniversaries
as members of their religious order. Sister Martin (Irene) Ksycki, O.L.V.M. celebrated her
50th anniversary as a member of the Congregation of Our Lady of Victory Missionary
Sisters with the Motherhouse in Huntington, Indiana Sister Joecile (Theresa) Ksycki,
S.S.N.D., PhD celebrated her 60th year in the Notre Dame Order with the Motherhouse in
St. Louis, Missouri.
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Renovation of the church started after Mass on Sunday, October 11, 1998. The Rite of
Remembering and Leave-Taking took place afier Mass with members of our parish family
carrying, in procession, articles of worship from the Church to the Parish Center {former
school). These articles were: the bowl of baptismal water, vessels of Sacred Chrism, Qil
of the Sick, Oil of Catechumens, funeral pall, sacramentary and lectionary, and Blessed
Sacrament.

The church benches, altars, music and sacristy needs were then moved into the Parish
Center where weekday and weekend Masses were held until the renovation was
compileted.

Throughout the next four months, that included an icy January, the work stayed on
schedule with diligent company workers and gracious hard working parish volunteers for
which the parish was grateful.

December 26, 1998 marked the 130th anniversary of St. Charles Parish The first
record of St. Charles Parish was an entry in the Baptismal record on December 26, 1868.



RENOVATION - 1999

Renovation was completed in February, 1999. Re-entry was celebrated on February
14, 1999 as parish members returned the symbols of our faith into St. Charles Church. The
members carried, in procession, the bowl of Baptismal Water, vessels of Sacred Chrism,
Oil of the Sick and Oil of Catechumens, funeral pall, Sacramentary and Lectionary, and
the Blessed Sacrament.

St. Charles Borromeo Church stands as a memorial to our ancestors who provided our
parish with a stately building to worship God and entrusted the parish to ensure it stands
for future generations.

The Bishops’ Committee on Liturgy provided new guidelines for liturgy and Catholic
worship in 1977. Because of that committee’s work, they wrote a document entitled
“Environment and Art in Catholic Worship”. St. Charles Parish followed that document in
determining the need to improve our worship space.

In one major project, our parish paid off previous roof expenses, repaired the steeples,
and completed interior renovation of our place of worship. The project work was
accomplished through the use of contractors and the parishioners.

If one looked inside the church while renovation was in progress, one could see
through the scaffolding plaster throughout the church being repaired and painting being
done. Painters moved from the center to the front of the church. Painting in the rear section
of the church was done last, The platform for the altar was built, windows were installed
in the wall at the rear of the church (above the radiators), places in the hardwood floor that
were deteriorated were replaced, the floor on the north side that was sinking was raised
and new supports were installed. A new room was beginning to look like the restroom
rather the open space where the church bells are rung.

While the plaster repairing, the painting, the window installation, etc., were being
done by contractors, most of the other jobs were being done by parish volunteers to save
the parish as much money as possible.

The last few weeks of the work were unbelievable. Volunteers gave their evenings and
weekend hours sanding, cleaning, and varnishing the hard-wood floors, cleaning the
statutes and stations, cleaning the pews and moving them back into the church, plus
making all the final arrangements for completion of the interior renovation project. The
last few days before our move back into our church were even busier as the final finishing
touches were completed on everything the volunteers did to save our parish codles of
money. Without the help of volunteers, the project cost would have soared.

By letter dated May 19, 1999, Father Dan provided the parishioners with an up-to-date
accounting of the interior and exterior work that had been finished and what still needed
to be done to our Church building.
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As of May 19, 1999, the total cost of the renovation project (including the steeple
repair of $61,711.95 and roof payment of $17,000.00) was $488,175.56. Fund drives,
donations, contributions, interest, and memotials, plus $260,000.00 borrowed from the
Diocese for the steeple repair and interior renovation (which was to be paid back over a
ten year period with a 6% interest rate) left the parish with a debt of $239,000.00. Of that
debt $39,000.00 was for the tuck pointing and exterior painting of our Church scheduled
for completion in the summer of 1999,

Robert Zwilling, a Seminarian, was assigned to assist our parish for the summer, 1999,
His home parish is St. Joseph’s Church in Stringtown, Tllinois. :

Bishop Wilton D. Gregory rededicated St. Charles Borromeo Church on June 13,
1999. The rededication of St. Chardes Borromeo Church was one of the most impressive
ceremonies in the history of the parish.

The ceremony began as Bishop Gregory stood at the entrance of the Church and
blessed the baptismal font. He then blessed the water and the parishioners as he proceeded
to the Church sanctuary. In this ancient and beautiful ceremony of rededication, Bishop
Gregory anointed the altar, incensed the altar, people, and walls of the church. Then,
members of the parish browght wp, in procession, the altar cloth and candles. Father Dan
received from Bishop Gregaey a flame to begin the festive lighting of the Church in
preparation for the celebwation of the Eucharist. For those who attended the rededication

ceremony, it was an inspirstionsl experience.
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